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Year 1 Unit 3: Beside the seaside

On land 

In the water

Physical features 
(natural) 

Human features 
(made by humans)

sand dunes cliffs piers

jet ski

paddling boat ride

swimming

harbours

promenades lighthouses

ice cream

fish and chips

sunbathing

ball games

sandcastles

bay

rockpool

beach

The seaside 
can be fun. It 
can also be 
dangerous. 
To stay safe at 
the seaside, 
you have to 
follow the 
safety rules.

Knowledge organiser 

The seaside is a place by the sea where people like to go for their holidays.
There are lots of things to do at the seaside …

Maps
• Maps show us 

where we are and 
help us plan where 
we want to go.

• We can use a compass to 
work out which direction we 
need to go.

FPO

FPO FPO

fishing surfing
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Word Definition

beach
A beach is an area of sand or pebbles 
by the edge of the sea. 

caravan
A caravan is a vehicle like a small house 
that can be pulled from place to place.

cliffs
A cliff is a steep hill made of rock next to 
the sea. 

coast The coast is the land that is right next 
to the sea.

compass
An instrument with a needle that always 
points north.

current A flow of water or air.

danger
When there is danger, there is the 
chance that something horrible might 
happen and someone might get hurt.

directions Information on how to use or do 
something or how to get somewhere.

east East is the direction where the Sun rises 
in the morning.

fairground A fairground is a large area of land that 
is used for fairs.

fishing When you fish, you try to catch fish.

holiday A holiday is a time when you do not have 
to go to school or work.

lifeguard A lifeguard is someone whose job is to 
rescue swimmers who are in difficulty.

Year 1 Unit 3: Beside the seaside Useful vocabulary 

Word Definition

lighthouse
A lighthouse is a tower with a bright light 
that warns ships about rocks or other 
dangers.

north

North is one of the directions in which 
you can face or travel. On a map, north 
is often the direction towards the top of 
the page.

pier
A pier is a long structure that sticks out 
into the sea and is joined to the land at 
one end.

promenade A wide path for walking beside the sea.

resort A place where people go for a holiday, 
especially by the sea. 

safety Safety is being safe and not in danger.

sand dune A hill of loose sand formed by the wind.

sandcastle A model of a castle built out of wet sand 
on a beach.

south

South is one of the directions in which 
you can face or travel. On a map, south 
is often the direction towards the bottom 
of the page.

surfing Surfing is the activity of riding over the 
waves on a surfboard.

west West is the direction where the sun sets in 
the evening.


