
© Oxford University Press 2023

Year 1 Unit 3: Amazing animals

Animals are living things that:

•	 eat
•	 grow
•	 breathe
•	 reproduce
•	 move
•	 react
•	 get rid of waste.

Knowledge organiser 

Pets
All pets need: 

•	 Food 
•	 Water
•	 Space 
•	 Shelter 
•	 Medicine 

Some pets need:

•	 Toys 
•	 Exercise 
•	 Company

Some animals, like cats, hamsters, and 
dogs are good pets. Wild animals are 
not good pets - it’s difficult to give 
them what they need for a happy life.

What do different types of  
animals eat?

Carnivores Herbivores Omnivores

Other animals 
(meat)

Plants Animals and 
plants

scales protect
their bodies

gills allow them 
to breathe 
under water

lays 
eggs

fins to help 
them swim

feathers 
and wings 
to fly

Lays eggs

beak

dry scaly skin

lay eggs 
on land

lay eggs in water

soft moist skin

Amphibians Reptiles Fish

Cold-blooded animals

We can group animals  
into categories

Warm-blooded animals

Humans are also mammals

Birds
have fur
or hair

give birth to babies

feed their
babies
with milk

touch

taste

smell

hear

sight
Humans have five 
senses which help 
to keep you safe. 

You have a skeleton 
madeof bones. 
It helps you to
move around and 
protects the soft 
parts inside 
your body. 

Skin protects the 
outside of your body

Mammals
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Word Definition
amphibians An animal that can live on land and in water.

birds Birds are animals with feathers, wings and a beak.

carnivore Carnivores are animals that eat other animals.

categories A group of similar people or things.

cold-blooded A cold-blooded animal has blood that changes 
temperature according to the surroundings. 

exercise Exercise is using your body to make it strong 
and healthy.

fish A fish is an animal that lives in water and breathes 
through gills.

hearing Your hearing is your ability to hear things.

herbivore A herbivore is an animal that only eats plants.

mammals A mammal is an animal that gives birth to live  
babies and feeds its young with its own milk.

medicine Medicine is a special liquid or tablet that you take 
when you are ill to make you better.

omnivore An omnivore is an animal that eats plants 
and meat.

pet A pet is an animal which you keep and look after. 

Word Definition

reproduce Living things reproduce when they have babies or 
make seeds that grow or lay eggs that hatch.

reptiles Reptiles are animals with dry, scaly skin. They lay 
eggs with leathery shells.

scales A scale is one of the small, thin pieces of hard skin 
that cover animals like fish and snakes.

shelter A shelter is a place that protects people from bad 
weather or from danger. 

sight Your sight is how well you can see things. 

skeleton Your skeleton is all the bones that are in your body.

skin Skin is the body’s outer covering.

smell When you smell something, you notice it through 
your nose. 

taste Your sense of taste is how well you can recognise 
things when you eat them.

touch When you touch something, you feel it with 
your hand. 

warm-blooded Birds and mammals are warm-blooded. They keep 
their body warmer than the air around them.

wild animal Wild animals and plants live or grow in a natural 
way and are not looked after by people. 


