
Early Reading and Phonics
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Parents Meeting



An overview of this meeting

● To share our approaches to early reading at Widmer 
End through the RWI phonics scheme

● To share why reading matters 
● To develop your confidence in helping your children 

read at home
● To give parents an opportunity to ask questions
● How a strong home-school relationship makes a world 

of difference! 



Why reading matters
● Reading underpins ALL areas of 

the curriculum 
● Strong readers:

○ Have better attainment across all 
areas of the curriculum

○ Have better vocabulary and 
comprehension

○ Develop confidence and 
independence 

● Reading isn’t just about books



The Power of Reading



Our intent for Read Write Inc 
● High quality teaching of reading 

skills
● Ensuring every child can read 
● For all children to pass the Phonics 

Screening Check in Year 1 
● Become confident in their reading 

ability, developing children into 
fluent readers



Read Write Inc Phonics
● Daily phonics lessons 
● Group led to allow children to progress at their own pace 
● Fast Track Tutoring
● Chances to listen to, read and write sounds, phrases and sentences
● Read stories
● Learn new vocabulary
● Creative writing
● SPaG
● Handwriting









Read Write Inc Terminology!

● Fred talk
● Fred talk, read the word
● Special friends
● Special friends, fred talk, 

read the word
● Fred fingers
● Pinch the sounds
● Red words



What books will your child come home with? 
● Phonics book

○ Decodable books that match their phonics grouping level
○ Only sounds that they know or that have been taught
○ Red words
○ The point of these books are to increase accuracy and fluency - if 

they can read them easily after 1-2 days - this is excellent! It does 
not mean they are too easy.

● Sharing book
○ Similar level to phonics book, but may contain some slightly 

harder sounds or words that they may need support with

● Library books
○ A book to share together based on the child’s interests



Reading at home with your child - Phonics books
● Allow them time to segment and blend

○ Books linked to their individual knowledge 
● Re read sentences to improve understanding 
● Ask questions to check understanding 
● Letter sounds, not letter names
● Spotting red words
● Spotting punctuation and talking about it’s 

meaning 
● Model expression

The aim is for your child to read these books with 
accuracy and fluency by the end of the week! This 
means reading at a glance and with expression. 





                                      Thank you!


